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EDITORIAL
The brieftenure of Dr. Louis G. Welt as Chairman ofthe Department ofInternal
Medicine at Yale was terminated by his sudden and untimely death January 13,
1974. Although his period ofleadership atYale was too short for Lou to haveplaced
a strong imprint upon the Department and the School ofMedicine, his personality,
his scientific contributions, and his leadership have left a deep mark upon American
academic medicine and particularly upon nephrology. Despite the fact that most of
Lou's most productive years were spent at the University of North Carolina, Yale
lays rightful claim to him as an alumnus, as a product of the teachings and insights
of Dr. John Peters, with whom Lou made his start in research and in nephrology,
and, however briefly, as oneofher most respected leaders.
The scientific articles that make up the body ofthis volume have been contributed
by several of Lou Welt's closest professional friends and associates. These are pre-
ceded by two tributes to Dr. Welt: one, a memorial prepared by Dr. Neal Bricker;
the other, a Dedication Service presented at the University of North Carolina
School of Medicine in March 1974 on the occasion ofthe dedication ofthe Louis G.
Welt Fellowship.
I have had the privilege of organizing this issue of the Yale Journal dedicated to
Lou's memory. In so doing, I record my own sense of the loss of an old and valued
friend and a respected scientific colleague.
ROBERT W. BERLINER
Dean
Yale UniversitySchoolofMedicine
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